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ICLEI in the San Francisco Bay Area

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability is working with 47 local governments in the San Francisco Bay Area on various climate protection initiatives through diverse partnerships.  Below are some highlights of our work.
Bay Area Air Quality Management District

ICLEI is working with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (Air District) to build capacity within the local governments within the nine Bay Area Counties to demonstrate leadership in climate protection.  To kick off our partnership, we held a training workshop on community greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventories for San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties, with the participation of 21 jurisdictions including the two counties. More workshops will be organized for the remaining counties in the Bay Area and other topics will be selected as well (climate action planning, general plans, transportation projects etc).
Moreover, as part of the partnership, the Air District and ICLEI are facilitating the data collection process on behalf of local governments by coordinating the efforts of the regional agencies that provide the necessary data for community-scale GHG emissions inventories in the Bay Area.  These agencies include PG&E, California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC).   This collective effort virtually eliminates the most daunting barrier to community emissions inventories and ensures consistency within the region.  
Alameda County Waste Management Authority, StopWaste.org

ICLEI and StopWaste.org have been working together since 2006 on the Alameda County Climate Protection Project, which brings together all 14 cities of Alameda County as well as the county government.  As a result, ten cities have completed GHG emissions inventories with four of those cities setting GHG emissions reduction targets while working on their climate action plans. Currently ICLEI is developing a GHG emission inventory for the County and the remaining four cities, which will be finalized early next year.

In addition, StopWaste.org and PG&E have sponsored the development of the ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability GHG Emissions Protocol, which is being developed in alignment with California Climate Action Registry and the World Resources Institute.    
Contra Costa County 

With resources from the San Francisco Foundation, ICLEI is implementing the Contra Costa County Climate Protection Project.  ICLEI is working together with the Air District to gather community-level data for participating jurisdictions and will hold an inventory workshop and an action plan workshop to ensure coordinated, ongoing local government input in California emissions reduction efforts.  Walnut Creek hosted the kick-off meeting for the project on August 29th where 13 cities and the county attended. 
Marin County

ICLEI has been working with Marin County communities for the past three years. With the support from the Marin Community Foundation, ICLEI completed GHG emissions inventories for six cities and the county.  Currently, ICLEI and its Marin County partners are formalizing a regional network to support climate work in the remaining local governments and public agencies in Marin, including towns and unincorporated areas.  The first of a series of workshops for this network will take place on October 22nd.
Silicon Valley

ICLEI is also working with Sustainable Silicon Valley and Joint Ventures Silicon Valley Network to support the Silicon Valley Climate Protection Task Force’s climate work.  A proposal to recruit about 20 cities is being developed and expected to start soon.   Menlo Park was the first local government in the Silicon Valley region to begin GHG inventories of its government operations and community as a whole with ICLEI.  
